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Accountant’s Office War
Memorial.
Unveiled by Viscount Grey of Falloden, K.G.

TrE mural bronze tablet with marble surround
which the accountant’s staff have placed just
within the entrance of their office at Newecastle,
as a memorial to their fallen comrades, is one of
the most beautiful and appropriate tributes that
could be imagined. So generous were the sub-
scriptions to the memorial received from the staff
that a sum of no less than £250 was raised. The
tablet, which was executed to the design of Mr.
English, of Corbridge, bears the names of 23
members of the staff who lost their lives on active
service, as follows :—

R. S. Allison. R. L. Fairless.

J. Richardson.

J. R. M. Bywell, A. C. Fenwick. A. Robinson.

J. R. Clark. W. Hetherington. W. C. Rutherford.
‘G. E. Cotterill. H. E. Hoad, M.M. H. Statters.

J. R. Dodds. T. P. Kidson. H. F. Walton.

D. Dunglinson. W. Mowbray. W. T. Waugh.

-J. S. Ellison. J. G. Pearson. J. W. N. Wilkinson.
G. Errington, A. Reed.

Mr. A. E. Williams presided at the unveiling
‘ceremony, which opened with a part-song, * Soldier
Rest.”

The tablet was then unveiled by Viscount Grey
and dedicated by the Rev. A. E. Cornibeer (Vicar of
St. John’s). Mr. Williams read the roll of honour.
After the sounding of the ““Last Post” and the
“ Reveille,” came the stirring hymn “ 0 God, our
Help in Ages Past,” following which Viscount Grey
(Director of the North Eastern Railway) addressed
the assembly. Other North Eastern Railway direc-
tors present were Mr. L. E. Smith, C.B.E., and Mr.
A. Scholefield. !

The proceedings were of a most impressive
character, the notes of the bugle calls echoing in
the long corridor of the office being especially effec-
tive. Special mention must be made of the singing
of the Department’s male voice choir under the
direction of Mr. A. Swordy. The following re-
port of Viscount Grey’s address is taken from the
Newcastle Chronicle :—

Viscount Grey's Address.

Viscount Grey, addressing the assembly, said he
believed that from the accountant’s department
everyone of ‘military age who was physically fit
served in the war. There were 140 enlistments, 22
got commissions, and 23 gave their lives. At the
foot of the tablet were the words :

“These laid the world away,
Poured out the red sweet wine of youth,
Gave up the years to be.”

First, he would offer their Sympathy to those
who were relatives of the men whose names were
on the tablet, and to all of them naturally came
the thought that one of the great tragedies, and one
. of the most pathetic things of war was that it was

the lives of the young that were taken. They

.they showed their readiness to make the

seemed to have everything
and they had to give it all up. ,
But there was another side to that, Noble
success in life was not a question of time. Tpg
greatest success might be attained by great
opportunity, nobly taken, and a great sacrifice
nobly made. There could be no greater Success in
life, however long that life might be, than that,
and those who gave their lives in the Great War,
though the great majority of them might haye
been young, had attained the greatest achievement,
that lise could have for anyone. e
To the relatives he would say the tablet wag a
memorial of the regard, the gratitude, and the
affection in which the names were and always would
be held. ;
And from that thought he passed to the thought
that there must be some who served in the war and
had come safely through. They showed the Same
qualities of courage as those who gave their lives >
at
sacrifice. They deserved a tribute of respectglz:nd
gratitude for having helped to save their country.

He hoped the country would never forget,
and especially on Armistice Day, as it came round
year by year—and if it be kept, as he hoped it
always would be kept, as -something special—he
hoped people would make a point of realising how
tremendous were the issues at stake. It was not
merely a fight between the Allies and the German
nation. It was a fight, he thought, not so much
between nations, as between ideals—between the
ideal and the point of view of a world which was
held up by Prussian militarism, and the view which
was held by free peoples like ourselves.

He had been told, though he did not know
whether it was true, that the bulk of the German
people did not like Prussian militarism, though they
thought it had made their nation great, and that
it was the way to succeed in the world ; and they
supported it. It was the opposite of the things
which we held. It meant a military caste and the
absence of freedom. If it had won, there was not a
home in this country which would ever again have
been what we wished an English home to be, ‘and
what we prided ourselves it was.

The spirit of freedom and independence would
have gone down before something entirely alien
to those things, and as a nation we should have
ceased to want for anything. That was the great
issue at stake. -

Let us remember that our troubles are not over.
We now had to go through, and for many a year
we might feel the consequences and the suffering
of the war.

Though we had won, the war had been, never-
theless, a tremendous catastrophe—the greatest
catastrophe of which there was any ?
human history—so great that those who won
war were really suffering practically as much

before them ; life,
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those who lost in the war. The catastrophe was
far too great to be compensated for by victory ;
and we would feel the suffering for many a day yet.
- We wanted to pull through all the troubles that were
before us as far as we could. We must keep alive
in times of peace something of the same sort of
comradeship and self-sacrifice, readiness to share

number of lives that had been given. He hoped
that those memorials wounld always be used as
something which would keep alive the spirit of
exultation which the country felt during the war
when it rose to the greatest heights of character

and courage.
Lord Grey expressed the hope, too, that those
who came to that office daily would

not simply regard that memorial fas
one of the familiar things, but would
look upon it from time to time, and
be reminded of what they did feel
when they touched those heights of
courage in the war.

We could not continue to feel in
times of peace that spirit of exalta.
tion which we did teel during the war,
but we could make a point of recalling
to our minds by those memorials
which were distributed all over the
country, the remembrance of what we
did feel in the war, and try to bring
the noblest feelings we had known in
our lives into the daily life of to-day.

There was one more point he wished
to emphasise. That was, that we must
bring up the rising generation to realise
the horrors of the war. ‘The security
of the future peace of the world would
depend very greatly upon the future
generation that had been brought up
to know what a tremendous catastrophe
this war was.

Let them be so brought up that, if
more trouble came, they would rise as
greatly as this generation had, and by
the realisation of the tremendous peril
we had escaped, be ready—if there be
a public opinion in the world such as
there was not before this war—deter-
mined to prevent a catastrophe of this
kind in the future.

Thus, he hoped, the future genera-
tion would be brought up to do their

utmost to see that never again should
there be such a catastrophe.

The service concluded with the
National Anthem, following which
a laurel wreath from the ex-Service
men in the department was placed

beneath the tablet.

Accountant’s Office War Memorial.

b“l:dens and to help each other through the troubles
Which were before us, which we all felt in the
war,

The sacrifice made by this country was exem-
Plifieq by the fact that in every parish and village
there was o memorial of that kind showing the
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The Locomotive (10d. monthly) for

November 15 contains an account of

a visit of the Institution of Locomotive Engineers
to the North Road Works, Darlington, on October
10, under the guidance of Mr. N. J . Lockyer,
and an excellent report of an address given by Mr.
A. C. Stamer, C.B.E., on various loeo.mohve pro-
blems, with a word on the subject of oil fuel.






